Impact of age matching of donors to recipients on renal transplant outcomes following donation after cardiac death.
Organ donation after cardiac death (DCD) provides a valuable supply of grafts for renal transplantation. Age matching of donors to recipients is often used. We sought to determine the impact of age matching on the outcomes among our cohort of DCD renal transplant recipients. Using our institutional database, we gathered information on all DCD renal transplants performed between April 2002 and December 2009. We divided the cohort into two groups based upon the donor:recipient age ratio: age-matched (between 25th and 75th percentiles, n = 99) and non-age-matched (<25th percentile and >75th centile, n = 100). We failed to demonstrate any significant difference between the two groups in terms of early complications or long-term outcome or function. Age matching did not appear to affect graft outcomes, particularly for young donors, but may have a role in older donors.